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feg 3 I v feg I At I 3T ARG = @ foa
3d 2 J Aer 1 713 few 7 fen 28 vy 3 imr
J fer T 2% JI

g ¥9 & 29 3lg It ‘AIE3 T I T M3
o3t fa gt fen vieast g & 99 IJ UIHHT ©
fimg 3% Uygirg © g sEt sy & v3 fest
&% gt gt 3 gt feg §9 »iedn g9 93
ufgst Wiz gt feg fea fedh

Ud 97 §9' & Iug I3

37 I€ Y &t It izl (arg)

f&g AU 3ot furet, g<t 938 IfamT, aradt
weret| for 3 2ud 89 AHi3 fest:-

ygBuarg Us =g ot 38 €39 319 uaell (o)

feg Hg® &4t fauret fa gAd & 9& 94, ud &
Quad 94, U5 T Hies gAd Jd, 3T 9% ARG §
39 A6an for 3 eud AHfs fest: -

nuaT faarfa faaiar AR (@ af, #aT tou)

g gAd ¥ dH Ends BEt, €d € 9% Jd6
et miuET SRS fears B6|

fog fears gd & fearsd muer mwger H
fa8 9@ oo wyet get feg Quen € € 9 3
SH MIWH & HE & f6aH® dd ddd »iuE
frgt & uae I8 feg »uet g&t 938 dt Adg &7
I o wmE =93 feg & famm, g =93 <t
Yegiddt €9 J At I 3 wiwd o I8R wif3 foggs
3 At 1 AR gef T 29 mue des gt 3
Aer J, ARG § 8T HIaT g7 Jer J
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I ed vt T B3 A uHIm 39
Af3dat & €T muer wiegw R gfan fa s
e 7 vieg foous J2; et ug, Ire, AE 3
CH3 »H® ad 7 3T 293 Saradt <f, uaGuarg
o 3 AoE3 © I8 Id6 ©f J ARl A 3 feg
TI3 3 YIS feg A9 HIS J=|

HY €AH WH Jig I&Iii @& & f3ar fa A
HaId g ‘Tt 98’ € mieT v st §e I A

feg 2ud

fergt & W "8Y few dw
IS I, U

ugbuard  ©,

i )
yodradt f3nmare v Quew BT I, o fodr "ot
&%, HIl mHEl 293 ol iy ferdt o 919 ar
frrdt I fARd UgAUd AJEdsT 3 AOE3 © IH «
Yyg'd 3T J|

3H Y B Gau 3 wHdlar 3 JI UgHt HIW
oF @8 yet ¥ 293@ J1 6T T oA € ue

J 3T MU MU »egHt © YITd BET I 1018 A%
& &€ ¥F € Wy Jigd Widl JuE BE UTHT
Al R ¥@i & iy & 99 yedt fedtl ug 99
we e §et fed 9o fen I3 wEA U8 §
g gimT 3 GF & I dE Aigg w < 3fmr

feees g § 3I¥ J9€ IS 3 MUE HY TURY
Is| Gt € »uE OAt feg 89 m feg yedgd! ©
forsa ‘Hafgd” Je Is1 §T HIG U 99T 3
HII3 €7 I 2Uge I5| feerst feg e immg
3 Buag @ et 3 F-uddt @ndl I 3 feeA

J3rifag w 919 @ Hiow feg endia famis 9193
T AT Mgge Hge HI, 31 U&AT HET 9 of
JIGHET feg 2J|

JT 7 USH J - 939 WiHzud, §9 919 UsH
w feq ¥iar 31 fem 37 AT 9T IBA W I USHT
geor J B9 maset I ° o Uy § feaq ndls @
feq =ge sogdt 31 60 =ge WE TNt I fie
feq g feg wdat waT madet 93 fea AT =T
J 3 69 fea mdflg I W dder I

fer usHT (g feg Af3qg & fodr Haer & of
&t foor f2 g w3 wud A »uE A ()
feg J=8 Haet § df fenr HH w »iy (Ht gu )
?mﬁaﬂwf‘afgﬂ:ﬁWKﬁgés’?w%
HAgd Ja »ifgmr fedt, ug g9 dit3r fa ‘A W3,
¥ TH J9'd 99° ¥& Ht, g Ud | g9n 9&dr|’

ot 91g Aiggt & ferdt A3t o feg feduesr
ot distl »y & uaH doH feg ferdt & udt &3
gUH |

Je 79 & §3 feg J fa 99 usA g few
fengt & dftg agsT 37

g Aot & A€ ferdt § UgH doH €9 AHS
a3, oy 3t fa wifiE & o3 ot aurt 3¢ fiy
fergt e o 6t gow I 7 g yow © J1 fig
fergt & wiudnt wiat R G niregH Juer I A
iy Hae & Juer J1 T mednd Qud Tdes J Far
J fa »my gig + <t O gfaet sfget feg afae I
SH 378 fJder HU JI&T 3 W3 MIBH UIH3H &
- Ht =foqg # § nigge IdaT JI fEH nigge B
wed I8 wedt I 3 mH-wy3T @uet I, iy ferst
& 29 Mug 1 T3 ot Ty 37

A8 Hfg sfe afonr yg B

Uy Uy S faammetll (ver a=wy)

Khalsa Samachar, New Delhi 4-10 March 2021

Jfae@E afent feg Iuaa Jamt Tazednt I |
for =t 919 AAg feg AfeR 39St 99 It I,
gd fesHs € ged3 (nature) ©F et el J
It I 3 fears wy & Hdwg H IfgslT Iar
fimr 3, ug Ued fonmea 9 © A9 3 I ds 3
g feg =a3 W 3 Oy few 33 9@ uat 98
YA 93 95 fa feors o wfén 3 adlardt <t 334t
3, o7 @ »dH € AHG 2Ud 99 &< o 7Y AetEt
&3 w3t ol 29zt fdra ug wr wfder 9y 3
»3d Jd T § W' J, ud fears 97 WA F ur
Ut I nfuEnt wimt & 4139 Yot Ard 2936 J1
fen =t g3t gt 33 I fa ©Af 99 wfogt ©
nedHt & W BgT & 90 He, 3 Wiel 3 83 d 2I37
foue Ha, usH 7 83T € 919 djF Arfgg €t 3fmr
A-sHls J, =93 feue| w3 fatfs v (g feg
fergt fores I, wAr ferght © o ganw I fa
Ga =t 99 I »redAt § WO few e@Ew feu, UaH
Yo feg, Quag feg, gaus! feg fig & Jfge|
g ddiG! 3AT 3ult S99 a4, TA3 few dad
fegt feg quit vd fa we I 3 37 gam A3
g 3 I fa wHf o3 A feg &3 =d38at 4,
At 7913, ¥ I8N 9 Wied AT J 3 yodioHt ©
IuEd 293G IS et § AT J, T feg vy
TJ J9&7 JI AIY3 © I € Y99 dI& J, W3
§ dAer J fg 3t 39r 91 fed T J o,
Ere $9 wiHt Ag It Ifl wmAT fimg ewBa
I 3 wive fears o &t w0 € I Ider JI fEH
T 3 udoT T W I Tt T wiSeH SdeT I
3¢ S99 99 BF fa maz &t grdh fergit
2y g ferdnt & foar WAt Hes e s muer
wedH &df ge@et| fendt feg ughrg & fimg =r
e 2t ufew I H 9HE HT 99 SEt Haget d
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feg Grel goree feg dt 9939 & €A © I8 96
ot geddt »es uet 31 for st T ade feg
38 2930 wEt 1 A ferdt 99 maet I §9 Haet
3 p® 3 2Uid WA @18 9d Al JI

G »t Ut ferdnt 3 Gt © wiumt ©
NS &t 381 88 I Wud ent 3 Idf € 209
Ay et TR o &t gt feg selerst <
g adt et iy ferst § mfzag & usGuarg er
IS gITET I A, °F T vt W =adr
g < gt Jag & " wme g < »vy Jadt
Jet /it fity et & 93 93 AeT € 3 uIbudad
T 4 3 Il IT B3 wiar I <ia I fabfs o=
AR © a1 I8, ASU3T © Ude J6 §J Iusa
‘yedredt =9t W It I 33 I T T@ © BT
HIE 3 I3 WO wdT few Q0 © HeW 3 feg
feas|

3t € g, 7 fderss 3 w99 St 9, fea
Jg gidt gad J1 IF, I3 Hawt 3 fergit © fie
683 fea o7t gaw I, €9 feo I fa fdv feu
v fag ot are fimr I, ot <At iy Swa
g-gudd J I® Is| 9d df HId &8 Qast & gy
Hawsalt &% 3o 3, ug 6T wid m 3% 88
st i fergrt i =t adnif, fegt & Hos
Jagsmt A3t I | fea iy fergt & It 78 &
I Eftm I fa 6T TIH HIH it usEmT T |

fergt fodt mwH Hae & IH ydsr v He &dt
JI HG ! fam 2 Usa9 few fea g iy ferghoit
fgar fa Hae W9 I® IS 3 AdSfan @ 19 3 &g
HJI® YJ €9 Ufg® 99 HS 3 89 MU 8% Hidhnt
3 WUT TIH 3 e Fe At AEHZ & arehi
et € feg s adt @a 3T 9 fay fefsom §
g9 96 & Il I feg g fea v & Ae 5o fa
JT AI ATt I3% I g I, 3 gfgni AR wmr
#t 9939 3¢ I9 fezrl If, feq =t Wi aet @
JT I&| JEl AfZEIt & T ad 3t i3, JuH U
3 7t fidZmil feg »m) 3 93 <t gIger dnft
Faomt UeHt AT &8 &dt I Fadt| feg gt =
UH, & €7 991 3 UoH HoH ©f § 93" & wiedn dt
IJT AT J

H UdeH @re <19 98! wv © fHa fom @3 foa
wifod 30 3 fa G feg fidt feg 0 ue oz fom
W uzT o faf U It T 67 I A0 T Sfeums
Tt 39 I at © fiag ught wtest 3 o, fidt
% I ¥ 99 29 3t 6F I odf ug it feg wr
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wmﬁﬁwﬁwmaﬁ; Gg ugeHt
feg fHdt = yorg 995, eRt 91d Aidg € »edd §
ST o

wiJy fefsam feg fog Tur 9 gar I fa fie
feg d9u f9y 3 Ay feees 3 G #ed 39 ds,
s, Hgs & fsas I8 3 Bgf & 88 Y9 J9d
»UE UoH & FgTfenT| 7 HHE3T v 2% fde feg
Wifen™ 3T ¥U UdH g<HT feg g9 fagrl fia <
»EdHT § I Wau ¥ €16 A8dY J6 3 yeE fde ©
g »ueT W™ »ig 9J IS |

7 d=He! 3t 3 3Ae e, fusr 3 ust Aw
3%d fed Idt ygra & M Udger feg wdt Jd|
It € 991 991 A feees 3 dd8t I8 Bd
el

fegt megdt T exET et 3 yw du9 99
& fa vafonr feg 8316 3AT @7 g9 I 69 Hies
gHd 96 ¥, 3udl feg IHE T wiusT faarg
fagsT Hegs €T 918 dig, 99 ¥ Hudt ged 919
WEHHT@@W@EET fam &% f 73 ©F 9y w2
myE vy § 83 3 I © o7 @ g1 91
fox foa yr@AT HeT By I

g ISt T8 &G AuiG! AT T U3 TEd
W& urt Jet fa fam @8 wift Ummg © iy vy I3
fog o Ty 230« fog 99 4 9@ fog 9¥ 9 W
&W 28 wor feg A3 9 I HaE 96 W yEd
© ft g5 H for Bt vy A S Ter 3 feg m3at
f&dnt g5 fa iy Jg & fen <8 @3 fen 9 <t
I fa far feg 3t Aot O Aae O fa @ I 68
fdt gaq 2= 1 6g Bt At d= 3 it = i\
ygeH feg df ygs3 J<, iy uaH fsar fea-oHt
gaq Udg It Jut feg §¢ & Ifg AR HY 7@
7 3AT g uyden' feg e v dat 3 I D
Sat eunit feg »uE QUER 3 3HS &% fidt ear
%ﬁ?mﬁﬁmf&aﬁ@%mfﬂaaﬂﬁ
AT AHST At 91g »ueT HITEt 99 3 99 9g T
fimrgr 919 Yoy 97 ferst wu & Aer Bt AHsa
Aer feg Afenm 33|

fgqrg +t o yrsATI Sfaqig H ot @3

- "I BY, IA-3 o

J
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NHaT HISHT 3 »ids

< s miar*

Wig3 AHH ©7 g7 J W3 Hig for AHe = JET |
Ug A< < for g9 < 3R nidd AN © A feg
ySifags 37 I 37 wign 993 It dee fourst foer
J1 gg3 I 83 AN feu 8 Hishr Sa339 © 59
3t fa53 a2 gEsM niT IJ Ts | niggrar, 9316, .31,
fa3mat, Hamts, femHt w3 f¥e9d e =9d Arus <0 3°
U I M3 Ho'e ©F HEHT 7% 163 aemit aH'g
w3 fea@ o=t & €93 T HI9 I I T | f8§'r
UH garst e fea T ¢ W93 T TAZATS’ FE N9
& YfAdt T3 98T & UH 95T, ﬁﬂ?@—#ﬂa@u—e’m
&% Highr o fEqdt 2u By S & fom st
feg wia3 & ygpast i3 aga3T § for gar miz 13T
&% UH 3T Aer I, fae’ 89 fBer-aaer feors
&dI" AT fAde TYE W3 HEs T A3 J< |

e -fAe’ AY9 AU 394 @% <0 JJ Ja, 8§
It Sat = audhe wigs yIt fugfo-fig, das »i3
B8R &t 20 3 HHZ JeT 77 fIaT I a3 @F wids
Ufost 5% ASHTGHGS w3 gdradt =@ g39r Uge oF
gATfe Ug-fadgad ni3 IHA AHE ©F UdT H'3J gaof
77 I3t T oA fowg feg 78 3 <37 GaT® AISG’

IH, SHG, J&Er dardr w3 fefen g&s 7 Jde
JE3 T vy fagoat Tsnit fesHt faaadar ga1 ug
o g3 URET femHt niie fou B 9999 Ia | Mo

3 3793t fewHt feg afear T U39 fige dt9 &
AUdC d96 e AT et feg IHH T Jar 396 &t
fAIfm 7727 I 1| THS, WHSIS HIG i3 nHSS &g
T MEleH dt3 fe®H & fue 8T &t 293 A
SIS I8 | Had 8 IJ@es fesHt € fen €% 373
HITE 3T arfeare miaHs fewH feg & &Iz 3% nier
IITt sFF 8Tt I5 | Ug 33T fe®Ht ni 2t
HIT YU's 29379 eft IIAHS TS |

fGar Aadt fe3d9T IHHIA T3 § I wigsT
&0t 3w fed feen fog oW o9s ®ot I w3
Jiafes & fhme Tt netfedt feg €37 wisg Jv7 J1
It BHI Tt Qe nimargt BT femHt adnig ©
Tdew g€ J A% U6, Al 8F €Hg T Haw
FIfentt Tftmi™ 77 AdeT J1 3’ 99U © fER Ads
feg »igst © Jad &dt fA9S A9 »is iy @@ H®
utfent aier T

o J, far feg femnt, 2.2t Aidnis, ferfzarg, dist
Thott 367 w3 ffead e '3 ughit Uds 316w A
AEen YHY 96| 37, U6<3 Jd HIZhd™ yses AN
%Hﬁﬂ?ﬁmatﬁﬁuﬁ?fm(d FIT MY IS
fa AHI®E ¥ig3 @ AL-feam feg AZ 3° 35T g3t
HET iz WS 31 niddt HaT fAast #ast ot fas
& fex =9 feg €A aHmmars AfESt €5 foas g+

Y

SHO® JHAS &9 THE & 1986 feg ‘Axdts
8Ug nigzt & I UFadl g9 d6s ©F I
Ittt nifemr fx A3 2.2t &3ierat feg nigs 7 37
SFET It I A ;ST I A7 993 It 7139 »is AT fag
HIST HI3T 21 f3nrmdr €F HI3”. wallas fegt s3terdt
feg fea UR 37 W93 ©F A ety UEerdt Jet
U o UH ni9z § It w93 & Az 3 & TEne

T gu feg Um i3 Afer I AR-GJ A e9emit-

J1 St T A9 a1 faos »igzs < ygEast, awas
T BIBT YHIT THIAT I6 W3 HEd3T Hadfent ©
T Hast effontt § &9 a9 39 IY I8 fem feg
Tt 7S &dt f Higher It feurst 77 It wigs Hae
o It & 3t g I I W3 Wig3 & HIHATT |

HO'&IWWWW@W??ddIdeIW@ AHT® w3
fanmait afear| B o9 d=% of3a< erACT &I=ral
fegdht arfear wI® W93 It J1 A T Wy HaAe
IH vy U3t 3 ufges & 73 I JuE w3 fem
e JE @ FIger TF &It f3nrg dfoe Jer
J1 o mifadt Uaerdt wigs & wIs Tedst 3 Jt

femnt nia A feg HEIAS ©F A8 3 AAST AUS

Higge &dl J9T1? SIHS/I5ITHS fer & wa-wa <t

TIa | WfAd 39 fHE fagmgt 7 niggd nid < SUgTs
Is, BF femdt 903 miAst &% ydg T I |
Hod oot fesHarg 99 37 for ASTHE® HitmiH
It §JT€ A9EL 2 eI §Ud €3 Ader J e
SeAmTt femHt feg’ Wi, fEafsr-fafer, &ar, At
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STF THY 92 vdle i 9 fx 89 madts 89 8t
feu@% g5 7 AHH feg @rug faar I1 ug ATt feg
J fd T9ra 7 Tuer I, 87 H3Ea feog 598 Hae
I Hghr T o3 ‘Sarfefee fSATH ©rer I fa
Hag uel & Je® feq ge Jf @9-29 A B39
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fearet 99 3t fog Uvgg 8ug <t nus fors gy &t
J1 57 T% T9RA € HG ©7 J| ®ar3Td Aadis Bud
fegtfen 77 fgor =939 €0 ¢ »i= fae Afon IF
WUET T J, e I &Jt ArEeT|

IHI T Hod, H3® ¢ Ufgde w3 niyg-ny
JITACT JJIBT T Jrfedt o7 HES Y3 s AAIIS
3T A3 AT T vidT adt. Iferat vz sfirt
&t Toes fog dAee § 399 J96 3 3B fegt I3
feg AEesx Uduaet, AfSIgE JEI-HIT »i3

(o35}

nr8er I LA St HEgdet feg arodt wigATg
831 fe3a9™ Y3y awg »Ber J1 yugsst Uy,
313 A'e I96, JASH, ASTel, dfgnf @ ue-Uts w3

BIUIET 33T T IH F WE 3T 7T I vAdS
T TgATEST 3 Uds SIF16H ©F 39T J faAd A3
Jarde AHH "9 gese O 9y foee @% Hisner I

foeH3 T 9T B g3 fagerat & femHrent Hie'
EN fa) DA, EN fa) ~QPo

J ATl W3ITTIA, SHOIS (SHAHES Hiddn),
WTIH W3 AUJCH @le/)mrr HHddIVHT erH—cETE Hy

3% f3 7w 951 off MBHTELA. q9=8T =T, a9

AT 3310 @n g2 »3 AR Agdl »iudmt g
Tgr Ifenm I wia fegt 9 3 A9a9 7 fam &
A9tE 35 u8T o ST 33 J|

7 I I9 TdE® & 7 foder wid3s &d° & AL

XI5 ‘HITSHI®ST € aHT” J| ALESHI®BIT &7 nidg

At &7 ot wigst S fiedt T 78 3 ufgw Hame
(fre” fa HEgdhrt feg feurfenr FeT J) J=% gad]
ygAIst & TugE J7 A feg fesam w3 femed
AT & gz ©F ASIEE ey URardt & 99 uaaT
9T J |

fer feza9 3 < <3t 3T 8% Toun It I 7
ofegt 3 & I A9 3 Tt HEgIT feg sTH3g
ufanit Tt ¥ids &ag »eTr J1 oot wisw foo

TAfot T T9T & MU HE 3 HgHA d96 3 J|
ug feg 19 f%(S’aﬁB(YHB’HHMdl &t fogsa3T 3
forast & ASTaHI®3T & Hast 3T J1 ugd fEm
gt 7 fsaHz/fogermat e adt| Quddt d= ©
o3 WiAT S g9t99 © I JF | »igz A Afgnag
fedUt ASdie UASIT € SHSHE URATOT 5%
TUJ YI®3 »i3 ASS I fEH 3° ni3 A8 TaduT

A3 7 Y3dc &J" AT HIT TIAA ©F &0d Bl A
Ju feg w93 < Kadt J 3t It T

HAgTT I feg AHed oF 96 o a& J, fA
it 77 Aset I | Berads @ 39 83 2013 feg et
“%JE’??%?F[”EOFHHUEIQF§E‘FHYHTT—{TH€(€T%I fem
feg uS-uzat niysr feng IfAcIs s9e8e AT
TS 3T IHIL Miet I I gF Uu3at © aH fug ust =
YTEETET BTH & | Ut 393 B8R § ZaeT J fa usal
SH & gesdt AT 8T USat €7 Yaeal &TH miuE
3H &% 73497 | fEH HII9" S®Ix 3 Usat JIer Ug

< gerdt 39T I

TAJ U feg & d9r A I fa »iez Fa9 ue
%aﬁéﬁwmaﬁ?rs’?a?@ﬂ?mmﬁg
gHdtags st3T Aer I fan & 33t T Aesfaet 3
faaaT 9 o w3 A9 o & AJY AE®3T UgE o
TI3 & 39 H9 o It W93 99 ¥397 <iqr HighT &
439 feg & £z Afos st ur Aaet I1 w93 &
gdter I fa 87 niuz grs < g97fe gogd © 9% 83
TEMM & TG T AT | must Yf3sr & fsger & T8
89 nigfent® €3 udg for Hegs™ & Busas™ i3
feadt & 3% U | feg wdles Ad9is §Ud AItg adt

YHAT 3I7 579 3% nieHl 2% 2ue I6| e HEgS!
T HY T (U9 ®E6) ‘A IS geoe... I96 @6 J|
A fer 397 aH9 ©F 3w, 837 figT A3 »is I3 &ed
WWHWH&?U’EI

M3t i3 afezret feg ¥igs ¥ oA ©f Hionw s
o yfedst gg3 yaat I U3 wid sua o yfedst
fem gAs 8U9 orgw J= < 7 fem § g3T < T
I3t feg nAS®3T I I o IIITT I UT
o I3t it S516H & T®3 g€ 3 g€3d o9

3IALIT W3 I&I IT 3AF m=ar |

s fegrm 3 R & nid S s a9er J 1 fom
feg W93 © a9 ©F BUS HAST & marfent famr J
AT, fHes, <1937, ydus, fAors nife »iéat u39
Hoasl fRY fegr & wigh 99 ds Mgt '8
Va3t ¥ J6d o IH® URSST ot J 1 HOA® o
MiAT JEIHET Jaat & AT HighT Aldhns gt
& feredt THeg URSTST © AQeT J Ud feR R 3F
BUT® i I FAE Is | WA B3I J feAd T nigs

o3 951 JM3-<IEH6 Snes WSt § e9die doe 3=
feggsr T w3 Tfmft &, feim 39 '3 W93t &%
fom 33t =93 I, &t ASt & T I9 9T Ts fIE
Halz A1z 3T g9 Uardt a3t &€nff 518 S nimdles
it Jet 2yt 7 Idhtt I8 1 fegt SEiew fem
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T fegt a@-gut & geIaHst Urardt €t 3t F AT nie
T HHH MIUE HAgS »Ud 318 g3fentt gfedt §Arg
T HAYS U937 96 Ao |

‘0

o o
s **

*
R/
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4. yIs fAw w3 8aat © mus &% Adgr 99 Ifonr 399

= fes, 22
2J<dr 2021: 3t
9w #fos
Aes, &< 73

B Y. yIs fHw T §
ToH-feer © Adu
g QU ¥ AU
A0t I g or
WTTAS 3T famiT |
fer  3fd3 Ig
Jfse fifur
fsugene g
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Woman, the Soul and the Transcendent

¢ Sudip Minhas

eligious texts function within the domain of the

sacred space a space rendered so sacrosanct that
the academic approach to it is fraught with the dangers
of illegitimating the practices of its cultural inception
and interpretation. Do we treat religious texts as
ordinary texts when it comes to interpretation? Is there
a possibility of transcending historical interpretation?
How do these texts retain their validity as spiritual
guides through the ages?

My paper is an attempt to unravel the various levels
at which the sign “woman” is used in the Guru Granth
Sahib. To limit the scope of this paper I have restricted
myself to Rag Asa, Ashtpadis and some parts of Asa
di Var of the first Guru. It is more a matter of personal
convenience and limitation though I am also aware
that such an approach might lead one into the trap of
defining the whole by examining a part.

The question of the representation of woman
in the Guru Granth Sahib traverses a minefield of
interpretations resting on the simplistic concept of a
woman. For many an interpreter the very fact that the
Guru Granth Sahib incorporates the woman as an ideal
wife, mother and sister is enough to say that women
are respected by the Sikhs. The contemporary issues
then are deciphered within the paradigm of the roles
assigned to an ideal woman in the Granth Sahib. On the
other hand are other scholars who do not see the Guru
Granth Sahib as apart and distinct from the general
tenor the Bhakti period. They realize the limitations
imposed by the metaphorical representations of women
in the literature of the Bhaktas. The woman is seen as
a beloved of the transcendental, the cultural paradigm
of the subservient wife transposed to the transcendental
relationship between the soul and God. If the tradition
of the Bhaktas had already imposed this limitation on
the Guru Granth Sahib then where was the possibility
of re-interpretation of this text? Yet, one can attempt
simple structural analysis to find out how the Guru
Granth Sahib represents the woman in her numerous
metaphorical perspectives and see whether these
structures would allow a modern woman to relate to its
text as an emancipatory tool?

Is woman merely a wife or a mother or is she so
described figuratively to describe another relationship:
that of the soul with the transcendental? Treating
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these metaphors as literal is bound to produce a mere
reductive analysis of the text. This, in turn, becomes a
trap for both conservative patriarchal fathers and liberal
feminist sisters. This is the inherent flaw of considering
the text as literally true in a metaphorical space. Guru
Granth Sahib, however, makes transcendent encoding
and decoding through metaphoric representations.
Therein lies the answer to the question of how it has
retained its validity as a spiritual Guru over the centuries.

The text of the Guru Granth Sahib reveals certain
structures which are the semantic basis of this text. The
predominant relationship within Rag Asa and Ashtpadis
is that of the woman in wait for her transcendental Lord.
This in turn is seen as the paradigmatic representation
of the man-woman relationship in the social systems,
where the Man/Husband was considered the God/
Lord and the woman as her inferior. When we closely
analyse the relationship that is taken up in the Guru
Granth Sahib we realize that not only are the cultural
constructions not taken in their entirety and essence but
they also serve as a critical comment on the existing
structures. It is in its destination that the sign of the
woman brings in the idea of the egalitarian world that
this text so passionately espouses.

The trajectory of a woman’s relationship that one
encounters in the Guru Granth Sahib ranges from her
parental family to her husband’s family. She has her
friends, her female companions and her own family
before she gets into her husband’s family. All these
relationships are set against her one true relationship
with her transcendental husband, the others are merely
worldly attachments. The relationship between her
and her transcendental husband is symbolized on the
conjugal bliss of a perfect worldly marriage. On page 377
of the Guru Granth Sahib, the bride is seen as discarding
her worldly attachments as well as other evils such as
lust, wrath, avarice etc. and humbly invoking her Lord
to accept her. A symbol/metaphor of the real life bride
leaving her life of single-hood, of her carefree days to
take on the responsibility of her husband’s family. The
image of a bride is then metonymically transposed to
that of the soul. Yet, one is still interested in the manner
in which the Guru Granth Sahib employs metaphorical
representations to serve as a commentary as well as an
ideal. This metaphor functions at these two levels at the

YTSHT HHTETG, &<l fo®! 4-10 HTdT 2021



same time. It is a soul’s journey towards the Ultimate
and also a woman’s self realization. On the surface this
ideal bride is seen as someone eagerly keen to please
her husband, forsake all the other relationships that she
has known so far and remain in perpetual subjugation.
Dasan ki hoi dasri (377). Not a very inspiring view
for the modern woman as far as looking for a relevant
role model in the Guru Granth Sahib. The answer lies
in looking at the progression of this woman towards
attaining her ideal relationship with the husband. She has
two kinds or relationships other than with her beloved.
One that she has developed with her own free will, her
friends and companions and later her beloved (not the
same as her husband who becomes her beloved only
after she has discovered herself, nor even by betrothing
him). Then there are those relationships which are a part
of her kinship structure, her parental home and her in-
laws’ home. Things become clear the moment we see
these two sets of relationships as separate and set apart
from each other and the way the bride relates to them.

The former relationships remain intact even when
she has achieved the ideal and the latter are forsaken or
overcome for the freedom of her soul. The relationships
within her home and her in-laws’ home are the ones
where she is hierarchically placed vis-a-vis others in
a position of subjugation. These relationships once
forsaken allow her to flourish and on the other hand
her friends and companions are the ones who share the
secret of her union with her beloved “Listen thou, O
my mate, this is the toil of mine” (p. 384). This union
which is passionate and replete with sexual imagery
is conventionally shared with women friends in the
culture. “My mind is reconciled to the beloved and
my fever has poisoned itself to death” (p. 378). The
companions then serve as the bride’s allies in her joyous
moment of celebrating her union. Her friends have now
stopped complaining as they have also come to know of
her union. “Gone are the upbraiding of my friends and
mates” (p. 384).

This state of her blissful union is also important
in determining the concept of a perfect bride. She has
through this union raised her caste. “A low pariah
woman becomes a high caste lady...” (p. 381). Once
her doubts have been dispelled she also rises above
subservience. “My doubt is dispelled and the Guru has
united me with my beloved ... My Beloved drawing me
near has seated me on the couch, and I have escaped
other people’s subservience” (p. 384). She has also
given up dualities. “The fearful load of the sins of many
births has vanished and the doubt of duality is also
gone” (p. 382). There’s the life of a house-holder which
is wrought with anxiety and there is the life of a hermit
who suffers from pride. It is the ideal woman’s house
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where there is peace, “Within my home there is peace...”
(p. 385). The worldly house-hold is representative of the
oppressive system of kinship relations which become a
major cause of anxiety and if she were to forsake this for
the hermit’s life she would be conceited to think of her
sacrifice as a path to salvation. What comes across is the
important feature of this woman’s identity. She remains
in this world and performs her worldly functions but in
a state of detached aloneness. She is then self sufficient
and not dependant for her identity as any other person
“With people I have but artificial dealings. My ties are
but external and I am happy with all like the lotus in
water, I live separate from them” (p. 384). Though this
is achieved only after her union with the transcendent
one, but his True Name is within her and not without.
That is the reason the Perfect Guru has shown the One
Lord within and without. (p. 384)

This Bride maintains and aspires for a relationship
with her cosmic Guru in personal and very intimate
terms. This intimacy reveals a relationship in which she
becomes an active agent rather than a passive recipient
of her husband’s love. Her longings and her desires are
her own and though there are references to her efforts
to please her husband ultimately it is also an effort
to fulfill her own desires. This view of a demanding,
desiring soul-bride borrows a potent symbol of a
woman'’s sexuality which hitherto remained suppressed
and without expression. There are also references to her
menstrual cycles though it conforms to connote these
as unholy polutants but again. A closer look reveals
that it is not entirely so. “As a woman has her recurring
monthly menses, so does falsehood dwell in the mouth
of the false one and he is ever, ever distressed” (p. 472).
Falsehood is shown as constant like the menstrual cycle
of a woman but the very next verse makes it clear that
though one can be seen as a bodily impurity which can
be cleansed by bathing the other is the impurity of the
mind which is beyond cleansing. So what one should
endeavour for is to clear the mind of its impurities and
not create rituals of exclusion, like the one relating a
woman who is having her monthly cycle and is therefore
banished from the public realm.

A woman’s body and her ornaments are described
in great detail in the Guru Granth Sahib. It is almost
a celebration of her body and the way in which she
beautifies her body. “I will adorn my neck with garland
of flowers...” (p. 359) “If she kindles the lamp of Divine
Knowledge in her mind’s mansion and makes her body
the couch, he (her spouse) enjoys her” (p. 359). The
material body is used as a metaphor for the beautiful
soul. Every material aspect of her culture, her clothes
and her body become a symbol of her inner beauty. As
Nikki Guninder says “the bride’s ritual embellishments
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embody the sanctification of the human personality.
Her bodily adornment is representative of her mental
purification...” (Nikki, 94). My argument is that the
woman in the Guru Granth Sahib becomes such a potent
symbol in all her aspects that the very act of giving
her a voice, a space and a humanness that is otherwise
missing in the cultural space, is an act of empowerment.

This humanness can be assessed from the fact that
this symbol is used in many ways other than that of a
pure soul. She is not the pure and unembellished figure
of a goddess, but instead is also associated with the
human failings though most of the times these only
confirm the stereotypical attributes such as Pride, Lust,
Conceit and Avarice often associated with the feminine.
Allowing women to be equal participants even of the
negative values, in a way, evens out the perspective that
the Guru Granth Sahib projects.

Another factor that makes the position of a woman
of equal importance in the social structure is the aspect
of Divine Knowledge. The bride traverses the path
towards this divine knowledge through the various
stages of separation. She has to rise above the bondages
of the material world. Having stilled her ego and
avarice, “the bride enjoys her groom on the comfortable
couch” (p. 426). She has to forsake the bondages of
worldly relationships and this takes place after she has
experienced death in living. It is in this state of non-
existent—existence, what [ have termed as separateness
and alone-ness earlier, that the Divine knowledge is
manifested. This Divine knowledge then reveals the
transcendental Guru as being within and not without.
“The pious persons understand their own self, and
they contemplate over the Lord, and through the true
Name meet Him” (p. 429). So this Divine knowledge
is manifested in self knowledge. It allows women then
to become participants of an activity which no longer is
limited by the function of her body and her social roles.
She has as much a right to the divine, if not more, as
any other. In a very complex manner this path to the
Divine is not through simple renunciation because then
the hermit would not be accused of false pride. She
has to understand the body as it is, the body which has
a primal relationship with the soul “O body, with the
soul, thou art engaged in frolics. In her company thou
comest in contact with every one” (p. 390); even though
the body functions only because of the soul. Again the
relationship of the soul with the eternal is portrayed in
sexual terms there is ample mention of the couch of love-
making, the union is blissful and conjugal and there is
the intense longing of the bride. Therefore the body and
its desires become a metaphor for depicting this union.
The semantics of the soul function at the level of the
body. The body thus cannot be denied its validity.
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My argument so far rests on showing that the woman
as depicted in the Guru Granth Sahib is blessed with all
the faculties that makes her a perfect human creation of
God. She is neither exalted like the Devi and thus loses
her humanity nor is she debased. She is as much a creation
of the Divine and Nature as are the other creatures of
the world. Her function as a mother is not of primal
importance, it is a function which is performed equally
by all the female of the known species. “The sources of
creation, egg-born, womb-born, earth-born and sweat-
born, and oceans, mountains and sentient beings; He the
Lord knows their condition, O Nanak” (p. 467). Thus, in
a way, the role of the mother is mystified. If a woman then
cannot be understood through the role that she performs,
she is freed from the limitation imposed upon her. She at
once has endless possibilities available to her.

Finally the famous hymn in the Asa Di Var puts
everything in perspective. The woman is called the Bhand,
a vessel that is creativity in all its aspects. Structurally
this hymn juxtaposes her social position with that of her
importance. It says that the woman is sought after at every
stage by man and yet he refuses to acknowledge her value.
She is considered defiled (manda), when she gives meaning
to every thing that man seeks. She is the friend he seeks,
the procreator he needs to further his kind, the one who
controls as well as satisfies his passions. She is the one he
is constantly in search of. She it is who should be praised
for giving birth even to kings. She also need be praised for
giving birth to women. She becomes the central creative
metaphor. Only the formless can be without the woman as
no form exists without her. It might appear as a contradiction
because all along we have seen how the relationship
of the formless is manifest in the material relations of
the form. But if that is so then how can the formless be
comprehended without the form. In fact the Lord enjoys
the bride (metaphorical) “If she kindles the lamp of Divine
knowledge in her mind’s mansion and makes her body
the couch then, when the King of Divinity comes to her
couch, He enjoys her” (p.359). The contradictions dissolve
the moment we understand that the Guru Granth Sahib
maintains an underlying structural unity in the way pairs
are created and positioned. The soul and the transcendental
are modeled on the bride husband relationship. One cannot
exist without the other. The transcendental is within the
soul and not without. This is the final culmination of the
duality. Likewise man does not exist without the woman.
As long as she is understood as the Other, the defiled, the
debased even man would have no meaning. There has to
be a union of the equals in order to overcome duality. As
long as the woman remains subjugated humanity can never
aspire for the transcendental experience.

- Courtesy: Guru Granth Sahib & Its Context
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gt die Hw Al Aes, o<t o o yamd 3 sud 37 Hidee w3 iz Highn, 1331 99 HoRam, o= div, ot figl-55 3 suerfenn

Aues: 3. Hideg il

[Buat 2 forit oot o5 Auea = Afonz d& Agdt adt]

AT 56T ATag ©F H3geT 3 37, Hideg fAw €% 399

e fodt, 26 T9edt 2021: dFe® feRdieBe nre
Bagd w3T © 3fa3 TR T9 A Soarar Afdg <t
seEer 3 Bw fefsom o3 miz mes T
3fEdaed 3. Hided THw 2% o™ fosr famr| feret
YUt HE d 393 ATfa" © Ared Aeed »is S iy
g3 U. Hort3 fitw & i3t 37, 3e fAw fom Jarad
T IB<I6d FS |

YJIeH T n9g Jdfentt 37, 9° i & 78 & Hi6-
faor fx iy fef3am & Bust &F Yy T nigs &fJ9
I AT HA T9H I H A BfdT UAST € U T
Ytz Ifenr | Av-An iy fef3om & Aoz nidat
YRS EF 998 J9% 3 fewer fodt Sy Uardt Arar
T QU TE T < BIsT T Y T J

8ugz 37. Hides flw & ueg unifEe UFaat It
NUE BF9d o MIg3T JIfeni’ A e ATfag
g9 AlRAST TaeT utfen| st nigAg 20 SJ<dt &
Iufgnt AT saare Afog fef3am o »iz tuefex
AT Wes AT A o9 gt @s=aHe fiw ©F naeret
T 130 3 U g Fast ©F \ASHE Ifoa 3t qamal
FHS J| A 3 Imie TRy Hast @ 237 feos 88 afen
Ifent AR 3 WITT X Wi A & HJI3 aaTfeE ©H
3 BAT "&H At & fe39 J9 Hd9 7% I fo3T
Y3 TredIdt WAETS Y Hast 087% o9 fd3T1 A &%
AY03 o5 To%g <93tedt & & 3. Afdg & Afsnr
3T e Iret mEHE fRw © &% 3t Has fRw fagus

Khalsa Samachar, New Delhi 4-10 March 2021

. oS Bl
gJ=d € Hdes3, A 3 gmiE gt J9379 fAW S99
T 2200 F99 AeST &% §F UAe 3 vidwt @8 fiSt
foz=dt T Y=g & g9, AIer ARaS A fed HrEt
3 5 3= © Aug3t T s, 337 fEde 3 ARSd 3
gmie W 33t g Ha=HT arat = €8 uae »is fer
T ey fitdt T wimEt T nices fog I9uT e
T e | o THS I e s ATdg wis B8R @& e
g IUJ IS I9 Aot T fag@ 3 AR HaT IRYIs
UHTSt A3fendt 37, Afdg & @5 I saare Afog © Ug
3 feggs 3 fewer fon H3TIET Vi Agad <& 78 & €%
e € Hgdt &7 ¥ T Ty & Aol 3% AfsT Al
MUE YOiadlt IHE "9 4. Heds AW & A aasrar
Arfag '3 3. Hides fiw €8 53 Areardt g9y 3eyds
IHE T YAAT J9fentt Ty HIst & BF AI3 % 036
Tt 3T 3T FAAeT fAsd »iA 99 »ige™H 9 ‘Hdte 9
FHTEr T s U987 © g 'Y J9¢ If | 4. HeAs i
VSR WiF FeEia JGeTdT YSU &% AEU3 I&3 9J3
AHATT &I, 3T &3 I wiAr feg 3 mdie it € aqret
& fosie 3t 7 Ug fan 3¢ #lo 3 i A | wedls T 3
I W & &1 niewEls 999 g IWd AS =30 3
AIf3nit v 3fafed daee oisT|
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